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It will be noticed that the comber's returns always
include shoddy and burrs and perhaps a little waste,
but the prices at which they sell are so low and their
quantities are so small that they are often omitted in
rough calculations, as they only affect the price of the
top by a very small fraction.

Of the three lots here given as illustrations two of
them are taken from a lot which was divided between
two combers, and the third is added to illustrate the
effect of possible differences. In many respects the
three results differ widely, and are arranged to show
the importance of yield and tear in regard to the price
of the top, and the necessity of both being good to
produce the cheapest top.

In comparing the three results, we find that B has
produced much the cheapest top for his customer, and
receives in payment 368d. for every 100 Ibs. of wool
sent to him, because his total yield is very good (though
not quite so high as that of C), and, at the same time,
his tear is much better than C. This illustrates the
advantage of good tear and yield combined, and, on
the other hand, A's result shows how useless it is to
get good tear without a good total yield, for his top
costs the maker 2-85d. more than B's, and he only
receives 359-5d. for every 100 Ibs. of wool he combs,
C only receiving 350d. for every 100 Ibs. of wool he
combs.

We may fairly conclude that B's top is about in
trade standard condition, and that C's is a little too
damp, and we also notice that he could not get his top
clear at the first operation and has had to recomb it,
thereby adding to his own expenses, getting less pay-
ment, and increasing the cost to the maker, but turning
out a top which will probably look and spin better than
any of the others.
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